
Alper Demir

Contact
Information

İzmir University of Economics, +90-505-395-3937
Department of Computer Engineering, A406 alper.demir@ieu.edu.tr

Research
Interests

Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning, Reinforcement Learning

Education Middle East Technical University (METU), Ankara, Turkey

Ph.D., Computer Engineering, November 2019

• Topic: Improving Reinforcement Learning using Distinctive Clues from the
Environment

• CGPA: 3.93 / 4.00
• Advisor: Prof. Dr. Faruk Polat
• Co-Advisor: Dr. Erkin Çilden

M.Sc., Computer Engineering, August 2016

• GPA: 3.79 / 4.00
• Topic: Effective Subgoal Discovery and Option Generation in Reinforcement

Learning
• Advisor: Prof. Dr. Faruk Polat

B.Sc., Computer Engineering, June 2014

• GPA: 3.36 / 4.00, HONOR 7 Semesters, HIGH HONOR 1 Semester
• Erasmus Program : Wroc law Uni. of Technology, Wroc law, POLAND, 2013

Projects “Forming Useful Memory in Partially Observable Reinforcement Learning”,
Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK),
Grant No: 120E427, 2021 - 2023, İzmir, Turkey

“Yök Program Ve Kontenjan Yönetim Sistemi (Yök Pkys)”,
Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK),
Grant No: 115G086, 2018 - 2019, Ankara, Turkey

“Subgoal Identification in Sequential Decision Making under Partial Observability”,
Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK),
Grant No: 215E250, 2016 - 2018, Ankara, Turkey

Publications
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7. Demir, A., Çilden, E. & Polat, F. Landmark based guidance for reinforcement
learning agents under partial observability. International Journal of Machine
Learning and Cybernetics, 1–21 (2022).
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Academic
Experience

Assistant Prof. Dr. February 2020 - ...
Department of Computer Engineering,
Izmir University of Economics

Research & Teaching Assistant September 2014 - November 2019
Department of Computer Engineering,
Middle East Technical University
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Faruk Polat
Co-Supervisor: Dr. Erkin Çilden

Industry
Experience

Software Developer, BTT Inc., METU Technopolis 2013-2014
- Developing applications on Android
- Involving in Web Development

Intern, Turkish Aerospace Industries (TAI) Summer 2012
- Working with senior developers in designing and developing software tools
- Writing tests for Human Machine Interface partition

Social
Activities

METU Amateur Photography Club
- Organizing photography festivals
- Contributing to exhibitions

Interests and
Hobbies

Basketball, Photography, Movies

References Prof. Dr. Faruk Polat, polat@ceng.metu.edu.tr
Department of Computer Engineering, Middle East Technical University
Ankara, Turkey
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Department of Computer Engineering, Middle East Technical University
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Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sinan Kalkan, skalkan@ceng.metu.edu.tr
Department of Computer Engineering, Middle East Technical University
Ankara, Turkey

Dr. Erkin Çilden, erkin.cilden@stm.com.tr
STM Defense Technologies Engineering and Trade Inc.
Ankara, Turkey
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